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George Gillespie was born in Ireland on March 5, 1745 to
James and Ester (Taylor) Gillespie. In 1760, George
immigrated from Ireland.

George became a colonial settler of Washington County, PA.
This is where he met and married Jane Allen in 1765.
Together, over the years, they had 9 children. George owned
304 acres in Somerset Twp, Washington County, PA. He
farmed the land, contributed to the community and helped to
develop the social structure of the area.

During the American Revolution, George served as a Private in
the 5th Company of the 5th Battalion in the Washington
County, Pennsylvania Militia, under Capt. Robert Ramsey and
Lt Col Thomas Crook.

About 1795, George and his family packed up and began their
voyage down the Ohio River. They settled near Cincinnati for a
short time. The Gillespie family continued their migration and
eventually settled in Franklin, Warren County, Ohio, after
George received a land grant for his service in the war. They
again found themselves contributing pioneers, this time of
Miami Valley. George was active in the community and the
Presbyterian Church.

George and Jane lived out their lives in Franklin, Warren
County Ohio. Jane died in 1814. George died Oct 11, 1822.
They were both buried in the family graveyard on their land.
However, when the Big Four railroad (Cleveland, Cincinnati,
Chicago, and St Louis Railways) were expanding through
Warren County, in the late 1800s, the right of way went
directly through the family burial ground. As a result, George,
Jane, and other family members had to be moved to a new
resting place in the Woodhill Cemetery in Franklin.

George and Jane’s children continued the pioneering work
their parents started. The Gillespie family's contributions to
Warren County were instrumental in its early development
and growth. Their efforts in land development, agriculture,
and community leadership helped shape the region into what
itis today.





