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Colonel 
Abraham Drake, Sr

Abraham Drake was born on December 4, 1715, on the Drake Farm in 
Hampton, New Hampshire, to Abraham and Theodate (Roby) Drake. He 
was one of 10 children, the first-born son. Abraham was the 4th 
generation of eldest sons being named Abraham and inheriting the 
family estate known as the Drake Farm; the location where he would 
enter this world and eventually leave it. 

Abraham was born into a family deeply rooted in the early colonial 
settlement of Rockingham Co. A county where his great grandfather, 
Abraham arrived in 1642 from Essex, England, at the age of 31 with his 
father and two siblings. Abraham grew up in a community his family 
helped shape through farming, town governance, and the defense of the 
frontier. 

On January 13, 1738, Abraham married Abigail Weare, sister of future 
New Hampshire governor, Meshech Weare. In Dec of 1738, they had a son, 
Weare. In Sept 1740, they had a girl, Abigail. Unfortunately, when baby 
Abigail was just 12 days old, mother Abigail died, presumably from 
complications of childbirth, leaving Abraham to grieve with a newborn 
and a 2 year old. 

On November 25, 1742, Abraham married Abigail Dearborn. Abraham 
and Abigail (the 2nd) had 11 children, 6 boys and 5 girls. They would later 
take in a niece, when Abraham was appointed guardian after her mother 
passed, ultimately raising more than a dozen children together. In 1760, 
when the baby Abigail was just 20 years old, she died. So, in 1761, when 
Abraham and Abigail had their last child, they named her Abigail to 
honor her big sister, making her the 4th Abigail on the Drake Farm. 

A respected landowner and community leader, Abraham’s sense of duty 
was evident long before the Revolutionary War. His military career 
began as a lieutenant of cavalry for the NH Provincial Regiment 
stationed at Fort #4, and he was later promoted to Captain of Horse, 
leading the fight at Crown Point in 1755. Serving in a dragoon or mounted 
unit was much more dangerous and required more resources, which 
further demonstrates Abraham’s status and capabilities in the 
community. 

When the American Revolution broke out, Abraham was among the first 
to take up arms. After the Battle of Lexington, he was stationed at Winter 
Hill. In 1776, he was appointed Lieutenant Colonel of the 2nd Regiment of 
NH Militia. By 1777, he had been promoted to Colonel of the 3rd NH 
Militia continuing to provide leadership in supporting the Continental 
Army. He marched with his regiment to Saratoga and was present at the 
surrender of General Burgoyne on Oct 17, 1777. This same year, Abraham 
was also a member of the Provincial Congress at Exeter.

Colonel Abraham Drake, Sr. died suddenly on August 1, 1781, at the age of 
65, in the field while working on his farm in NH. Breaking his family’s 
tradition, he left the homestead to his seventh son, Nathaniel. 

The Drake homestead located at 148 Lafayette Rd, North Hampton, NH 
still stands today. The first home site on the 28 acres was built in 1705, 
with expansions to the original home and attached barns being added in 
1825 and 1880. The property remained in the Drake family until 1986 and 
was added to the National Register of Historic Places in September 2016. 


